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keen interest in sign language. She is abso-
lutely committed to her students, getting to 
know them outside of school and treating 
them as members of her family. She works 
constantly to provide her students with better 
communication skills and confidence in them-
selves. She is a tremendous contributor to her 
community and to her students, and I am hon-
ored to have the chance to recognize her here 
today.
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Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, today I, along with 
Representative CHRIS SHAYS and 17 other 
members, introduced the Sportsmanship in 
Hunting Act of 2005. This bill, similar to a bill 
I introduced last congress, gets at an issue 
that many would be surprised to learn even 
occurs: the ‘‘hunting’’ of an animal inside an 
enclosed area, a fence. By halting the inter-
state shipment of captive exotic mammals for 
the purpose of being shot in a fenced enclo-
sure for entertainment or for trophy, the bill we 
introduced today will lead to significant reduc-
tions in ‘‘canned hunt’’ operations. 

At more than 1,000 of these commercial 
‘‘canned hunt’’ operations around the country, 
trophy hunters pay a fee to shoot captive ex-
otic mammals—animals that have often lived 
their lives being fed by hand and thus have no 
fear of humans. Simply stated, there could be 
no easier target. Canned hunting ranches 
know this and can therefore offer guaranteed 
trophies, touting a ‘‘No Kill, No Pay’’ policy. 

Who supports canned hunt operations? Not 
rank-and-file hunters. In fact, in a poll of their 
readership described in the July 2003 issue, 
the editors of Field and Stream magazine re-
ported that 65 percent of sportsmen oppose 
canned hunts. Additionally, lifelong hunters in 
Montana, including members of the Montana 
Bowhunters Association, spearheaded a state 
ballot initiative in 2000 that led to a ban on 
shooting animals in fenced enclosures. In ad-
dition to Montana, 23 states have full or partial 
bans on canned hunts for mammals. The mo-
mentum to address canned hunt operations is 
no surprise given that an element of hunting 
that so many sportsmen hold dear, that of the 
‘‘fair chase,’’ is absolutely absent under 
canned hunt conditions. The time is long over-
due for the federal government to participate 
in efforts to end this despicable practice. 

By halting the interstate transport of non-in-
digenous mammals used in canned hunts, the 
Sportsmanship in Hunting Act will curb a prac-
tice so egregious that hunters and animal ad-
vocates alike view it as unfair and inhumane. 
This bill is supported by numerous local and 
national groups representing more than ten 
million Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I encourage my col-
leagues to join me in putting a lid on canned 
hunts.
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to commend the outstanding life of 
Dr. Samuel P. Massie, who passed away at 
the age of 85 on April 10, 2005. 

Dr. Massie, a chemistry professor, was the 
first African American to teach at the U.S. 
Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. 

As a young graduate student, Dr. Massie 
worked on the Manhattan Project where he 
and other scientists made liquid compounds of 
Uranium for the making of an atomic bomb. 
He also conducted pioneering silicon chem-
istry research and investigated antibacterial 
agents. Dr. Massie held the patent for chem-
ical agents effective in battling gonorrhea. Ad-
ditionally, he received awards for research in 
combating malaria and meningitis, worked on 
drugs to fight herpes and cancer and devel-
oped protective foams against nerve gases. 

Dr. Massie was a former professor at sev-
eral historically black colleges including my 
alma mater, Fisk University. Dr. Massie was 
instrumental in encouraging African American 
and other minority students to pursue science 
careers. 

Samuel Proctor Massie Jr. was born in 
North Little Rock, Arkansas, the son of two 
schoolteachers. It is purported that he could 
read at a third grade level by the time he en-
tered the first grade. He graduated high school 
at the age of 13 and went on to graduate 
Summa Cum Laude in chemistry from Arkan-
sas Agricultural, Mechanical and Normal Col-
lege (now the University of Arkansas at Pine 
Bluff) in 1936. He then received a Master’s 
degree in Chemistry from Fisk University in 
1940. 

I met Dr. Massie when I was a student at 
Fisk University, where he was teaching phys-
ical chemistry. It was an extremely difficult 
class and as a boy who had received an edu-
cation in the rural, segregated south, all of this 
was unfamiliar territory. I was failing his class 
and Dr. Massie came to me and said, ‘‘Young 
man, you’re going to fail this class, sign this 
card and drop the class.’’ I did, and Dr. 
Massie credits himself as the reason I became 
a lawyer. 

Dr. Massie was a remarkable chemist, 
academician, and friend. His accomplishments 
are too many to mention and the lives he’s im-
pacted too numerous to count. He will forever 
be remembered for his character and his ex-
traordinary work.
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Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the countless contributions of Gayle 
Rhoades, San Marcos High School Teacher of 
the Year. 

Gayle Rhoades has a Bachelor of Science 
degree from Mississippi State University. She 
has been teaching Academic Biology and Pre-
AP Biology at San Marcos High School for the 
past four years. She combines tough discipline 
and dedication to helping individual students 
into an effective teaching strategy. 

Ms. Rhoades has recently proved herself in 
one of her school’s toughest assignments, as 
a teacher in the PASS program. PASS is a 
program for second and third year freshman 
repeaters. Many of the students in the pro-
gram have persistent attendance and dis-
cipline problems, and are resistant to authority 
and advice. Ms. Rhoades has dealt with these 
students with firmness and patience, and her 
efforts have paid off. Many of her students 
credit her with putting them on a path to grad-
uation and success in the face of considerable 
odds. 

Ms. Gayle Rhoades has been a tremendous 
role model and source of support for her stu-
dents, and an excellent resource for her 
school system and community. She has taken 
up challenging assignments without complaint, 
and changed numerous lives for the better. 
She represents the best of our public edu-
cation system, and I am proud to have the op-
portunity to recognize her here.
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Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H.R. 8, the Death Tax Re-
peal Permanency Act of 2005. This bill would 
put an end to the estate tax, commonly re-
ferred to as the death tax. 

My only disappointment in voting to elimi-
nate the death tax this year is that we must 
again wait for the Senate to follow suit. The 
House has already voted to permanently re-
peal this tax in both the 107th Congress and 
the 108th Congress. Unfortunately, the Senate 
has not been able to pass this permanent re-
peal. 

I am very pleased, however, that the House 
has once again listened to the people and will 
try to nail the coffin shut on the death tax. 
Asking families to pay taxes on what is left be-
hind when a loved one dies is simply not the 
right way for a government to collect taxes. 

Throughout our history, Americans have 
worked vigorously to achieve great success 
despite extraordinary hardships. Farmers have 
tilled the earth, inventors have exercised their 
ingenuity, builders have constructed, entre-
preneurs have established businesses, and in 
the process of becoming successful, wealth is 
created. When a person successfully pursues 
a dream and wisely manages resources over 
a lifetime, the federal government should not 
reward those accomplishments by seizing a 
significant portion of what he intended to pass 
along to the family. 

As is often the case, family farmers or small 
business owners make plans to pass the fam-
ily business to their children after they die. Un-
fortunately, due to burdensome death taxes, 
there are countless examples of families who 
have been forced to sell the business or pur-
chase it back from the government. 
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